
Tales of a 6th Grade Reader 

Why do we read over the summer??  

The goal of summer reading is to establish a community of readers.  

Summer is a perfect time for you to   

 * Read and ENJOY new books 

 *  Discover the pleasures that reading can provide 

 * Maintain reading skills  

 

You should read AT LEAST the two books I am assigning.1 Kids who 

don’t read over the summer lose reading ability and comprehension over 

the break. You do not want that to happen to you!!  If you are not sure 

what to read, consider reading a book by an author you like. You could 

also ask friends, family, or a librarian for suggestions on what to read.  

Email me if you want my help!  I will be checking my email all summer 

and I’m constantly thinking about books my students may enjoy.    

 

If you choose something that you don’t like, change books and start 

over!  In the words of a little-known author… 

 

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book.”  

– J.K. Rowling 

  

 
1 What two books?!  Come on… you can read more than TWO BOOKS!   



 

1st Reading Book- Your choice!  

Read anything you’d like this summer! You read that correctly, you get to choose the book you 

read!  There are only two rules. 

      Choose a book that interests you!  

      Make sure the book is appropriate for your age and reading level!      

 

2nd Book – Knots in My Yo-Yo String: The Autobiography of a Kid Jerry 

Spinelli 

Almost all of us have read (and loved!) a Jerry Spinelli book.  Maniac Magee, Crash, Loser, Eggs, 

etc…  Have you ever wondered where an author like Spinelli gets his ideas?   

Knots in My Yo-Yo String gives us a look at the first 15 years of Spinelli’s life.   When asked if 

he does research for his writing, Spinelli says: "The answer is yes and no. No, in the sense that 

I seldom plow through books at the library to gather material. Yes, in the sense that the first 

15 years of my life turned out to be one big research project. I thought I was simply growing up 

in Norristown, Pennsylvania; looking back now I can see that I was also gathering material that 

would one day find its way into my books." 

 

On inspiration, the author says: "Ideas come from ordinary, everyday life. And from imagination. 

And from feelings. And from memories. Memories of dust in my sneakers and humming 

whitewalls down a hill called Monkey." 

As you read, start thinking of your own life as a big research project.  What stories would make 

their way into your memoir?  

Be warned, the first chapter is not the best chapter!  It has a lot of detail and can be a little 

confusing.  Once you get through Chapter 1, you will love the book!  

 

Please bring Knots with you on the first day of school.  We are going to use 

it for the month of September in both reading and writing.    

 



Create an End of Novel “One Pager” Response to the novel you chose to read.  

What is a One Pager you ask?  A One Pager is a single-page response that shows your understanding of a 

piece of text you have read.  It is a way to respond to your reading using imagination and creativity!  

The Rules 

• Create a one-pager for your free choice book. 

• Read the instructions carefully and follow them.   Do the project on 8 ½ by 11 sheet of unlined 

paper.  If you need a bigger piece of paper to get your thoughts down, go for it!  

• Use a lot of color and patterns to illustrate your thoughts and ideas clearly and creatively.  Show 

that you read and thought about the book you chose. 

What to Do  

Include the following on the front…  

1.  Title of novel and author’s name  

2.  5 adjectives you would use to describe the novel  

3.  One important quotation (A sentence or two from the novel) - Write the quotation in 

quotation marks - Include the page number - Next to the quotation, explain why this is 

important to the story (i.e. “This quotation shows me…”)  

4. Answer one of the following questions: 

 a.) Write about something you found interesting, important, or surprised you. Explain why 

 b.) What is the theme or lesson learned from this book? How might this apply to your life? 

 c.) How did your feelings or thinking change throughout the book? 

5.  At least 3 drawings, symbols, and/or images that represent parts of the story - Use color, 

be creative, be neat, and fill the page!   This should be fun!!  

Include the following on the back…  

1.    A paragraph summary of the selection that includes details about the plot, setting,     

      characters, main ideas and conflicts, and the ending.   Also put your name!  

What Not to Do 

• Don’t not (double negative = positive!) enjoy yourself. This project should be fun…and 

creative…and FUN!  No stress!    

Still Not Sure What to Do? 

• That’s ok!  Go ahead and Google “One Pager Reading Response” you will see plenty of examples to 

get you started.   



Knots in My Yo-Yo String Assignment  

In Chapter 15, we learn about sixteen things that Jerry Spinelli wished he could do.  Have you ever taken 

the time to consider things you wish you could do?   

The Rules 

• Create your own list of 16 things you wish you could do! 

• Read the instructions below and follow them carefully.  

What to Do 

1.) Put some thought into your list.    

 

2.) Title your list using the same format that Spinelli used.   Please use Times New Roman 24 and 

bold the title.  This isn’t copying Spinelli…we are inspired by him.         

  

3.) Use Times New Roman size 18 for your list and double space between each item. 

 

4.) Include your name at the end.   

 

5.) Use the example below as your guide.  

What Not to Do 

• Wait until the last minute and rush your list.  Really think about it!  

            

             

            Sixteen  

                   Things I  

            Wished I Could Do            

 

 
1.  Stay in sixth grade forever. 

 

2.   Read all day, every day…except for when I was doing math. 

 

  First & Last Name Here 


