
Monday, August 23, 2021

Dear Parents,

Who would ever think that we would have to plan how to keep our children healthy and
safe while learning for a second year in a row during a pandemic? Keeping this very
real health concern in mind, it is important for us to focus on our main goals for this
academic year which are:

● To keep our students, faculty and staff safe and as best as possible and at
ease with COVID;

● To keep our students in school where their social and emotional needs are
met;

● To provide a quality education that addresses each child’s academic needs.

Our school was very much blessed by God last year, through all the efforts that were
made. Our children were happy and in school learning five days each week while many
children in surrounding schools were trying to keep up and catch up remotely.  We all
know that no matter how hard the teachers and students try, remote learning is not the
ideal way for most students to learn.  This is what we are trying to prevent.  We want our
students in school with us, happy and learning.

I have reviewed the guidance relative to COVID from the following sources:

● Archdiocese of Boston recommendations,
● CDC (Center of Disease Control)
● DESE (Department of Elementary and Secondary Education)
● Discussions with our school Consultative Board
● School nurses
● Parent and faculty surveys
● Medical professionals

I continue to ask God’s help in guiding Our Lady’s Academy to make the best decisions
while keeping all stakeholders in mind. One of the key decisions is to determine if
masks should be worn while inside school buildings.

As many of you know, the views on whether students and faculty should wear masks
vary. Taking all the guidance from professionals mentioned above and taking into
consideration the successful year that we had last year, at this point in time, all
students and faculty will be required to wear masks while in school buildings
from the start of school through the end of November. At the end of November,



we will re-evaluate this requirement. Masks will not be required outside the school
buildings.

Although our faculty and some eligible students have been vaccinated, we feel that it is
prudent that they also wear masks since recent first-hand reports seem to substantiate
that they are subject to receiving and transmitting COVID.   The experts tell us that we
are not out of the woods as far as COVID is concerned and we must act on the side of
caution at this time.  One individual with whom I consulted said, “Why change what we
know has worked?” Mask wearing, at this time, gives us the best chance of having a
normal school year with our students in classrooms on a full- time basis. We will be
reviewing the recommendations from all sources daily and hopefully we will be able to
lift this mask mandate on the schedule I am proposing.

I realize that requiring all individuals to wear masks is not popular with some of you.
However, please understand that at Our Lady’s Academy we will make every effort to
make mask wearing as tolerable as it can be for all by doing the following:

● Reasonably scheduled mask breaks throughout the day
● Outside classes whenever possible when masks are not required

(WIFI was brought outside if needed.)
● Lunch and snack time masks are not required
● Outdoor activities including recess and gym no masks are required
● Medical grade HEPA air purifiers will continue to run in every

classroom, common areas and office spaces.

Additionally, we will be continuing many of the hygiene activities followed previously.
Please find some of these practices:

● Frequent hand washing
● Frequent use of hand sanitizer whenever necessary
● Frequent disinfecting of surfaces

With the attention to all the above, Our Lady’s Academy students will enjoy as much as
possible a normal pre-COVID experience, with the exception of wearing a mask.
Following are the systems that will be reinstated that will move us to pre-COVID
practices:

● Masked parents will be able to bring their Pre- Kindergarten children to their
classrooms in the morning and will be able to pick them up in the afternoon

● Students will go to specialist teachers
● Students will change classes whenever necessary



● Students will eat in the newly decorated cafeteria
● Students will be able to mingle with their friends (if in close contact must wear

masks).
● Students will be able to work in close- proximity with classmates on classroom

projects and discussions.

In addition to all the above and only with parental permission, our nurses will be
administering COVID tests (shallow nose swab) to students when they demonstrate
symptoms.  This testing will be available throughout the week, based on realistic
requests and as needed. Unlike last year, if a student tests positive, those that are in
close proximity to the positive student will not have to quarantine as long as they have a
negative test result administered by the nurse or by one’s health care provider. This
means that students will be able to stay in school whenever prudently possible. More
information will follow detailing the testing program.

We are bound by the Waltham Board of Health.   This board is meeting on September
8, 2021.   I will certainly keep you informed of any decisions made during this meeting
that may have an impact on procedures at Our Lady’s Academy relative to COVID.

I want to thank you for your calls, emails and notes expressing your concerns around
COVID, especially the wearing of masks. Please understand that the information I
received from surveys from all stakeholders expressed many different points of view. I
took all of your views into consideration as I made this decision for our entire school
community.  Please be assured we will try to make the wearing of masks as tolerable as
possible due to this world-wide pandemic.

I look forward to another successful school year. With God’s help it will be the best
year ever.

May God bless all of you!

Chandra Minor

Principal


